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PROPOSAL: 

86 RULE CHANGES 
86.1 A racing rule may not be changed unless permitted in the rule itself or as follows: 

(a) Prescriptions of a national authority may change a racing rule, but not the Definitions; a 
rule in the Introduction; Sportsmanship and the Rules; Part 1, 2 or 7; rule 43.1, 43.2, 60.1, 62.1(a) 
69, 70, 71, 75, 76.2 or 79; a rule of an appendix that changes one of these rules; or Appendix H, 
M, 1, 2 or 3. 

(b) Sailing instructions may change a racing rule by referring specifically to it and stating the 
change, but not rule 76.1, Appendix F, or a rule listed in rule 86.1(a). 

(c) Class rules may change only racing rules 42, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 and 54. 
The principle that this seeks to safeguard is the overriding consideration that race 
committees and/or organizing authorities cannot arbitrarily deny a boat the right to request 
redress.  

CURRENT POSITION: 
86 RULE CHANGES 

86.1 A racing rule may not be changed unless permitted in the rule itself or as follows: 

(a) Prescriptions of a national authority may change a racing rule, but not the Definitions; a 
rule in the Introduction; Sportsmanship and the Rules; Part 1, 2 or 7; rule 43.1, 43.2, 69, 70, 71, 
75, 76.2 or 79; a rule of an appendix that changes one of these rules; or Appendix H, M, 1, 2 or 3. 

(b) Sailing instructions may change a racing rule by referring specifically to it and stating the 
change, but not rule 76.1, Appendix F, or a rule listed in rule 86.1(a). 

(c) Class rules may change only racing rules 42, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 and 54. 
At a recent IMS World Championship, the draft Sailing Instructions included the clause "The 
report of the Race Committee on OCS is not ground for redress”.  The Chairman of the Jury 
for the event, objected to this but it soon became clear that because the rule that gives boats 
the right to request redress is not protected by being listed in RRS, Rule 86 as one of the 
rules that cannot be changed, the Sailing Instructions had to be accepted as drafted.   

REASON: 
We believe that this is fundamentally wrong and goes against the principle of fair sailing and, 
indeed RRS, Rule 85 which clearly stipulates that "The organizing authority, race committee 
and protest committee shall be governed by the rules in the conduct and judging of races." 
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It may be worth remembering that some rules (e.g. RRS 30.2 and 30.3) penalise a boat 
without a hearing but neither of them deny the boat the right to request redress, unless the 
words "she shall receive, without a hearing, a 20% scoring penalty...".  In 30.2 and "she shall 
be disqualified without a hearing..." in 30.3 are there to achieve a denial of the right to 
request redress.  This is one of those instances where the Racing Rules need to be altered 
as soon as possible as allowed by Regulation 11.2.2 


